
Proposal Abstract

Alternative Fuel Transportation Project:
This project will support the Clean Cities effort to develop infrastructure for alternative fuel vehicles (AFV), reduce vehicle emissions by placing more AFVs in service and increase public awareness of alternative fueled vehicles. Our request for $50,000 with a matching funds component of over $450,000 will result in:

Development of a fueling station

Introduction of up to 67 alternative fuel vehicles, approximately 62 dedicated and 5 bi-fueled at the college
Vehicle operator training

Development of a workshop designed to increase public and stakeholder awareness of health and safety issues relating to alternative vehicle usage

Development of a training presentation in safe fueling and operating procedures of compressed natural gas vehicles (CNG)

Submission of a project of this magnitude is made possible only through the collaborative effort of government and business. Partnering with the college is Illinois Constant Gas Company (IllConst), the State of Illinois Vehicle and Travel Services (VTS), Center for Organizational Risk Reduction (CORR), and Region V-OSHA Training Institute Education Center.

General Information

The college is located in downtown Chicago, Illinois, which is one of seven cities included in the Chicago-Detroit-Toronto Clean Cities Corridor. Major north/south and east/west freeways bisect Chicago. The college has been successful in several related grant endeavors. These include:

A grant from the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) for energy conservation measures, which resulted in the installation of a campus-wide energy management system

A technical assistance grant from the DOE for energy related building improvements

An energy and environment grant from Chicago Electric Foundation, which utilized web-based information dissemination
Goals and Objectives of the Project

This initiative will result in the introduction of a natural gas fueling station providing a significant enhancement to the infrastructure along the corridor between Chicago and Westville, Illinois. It will result in the introduction of 67 CNG vehicles to the area. It will increase public awareness of alternative fuel vehicles indirectly through the visibility of the vehicles and directly through public education and training seminars and web site education. We anticipate that our efforts will stimulate natural gas vehicle purchases and usage. The primary goals and objectives of this initiative, in order of implementation, are:

Construction of a Natural Gas Fueling Station

Conversion of 67 CNG vehicles for use by the Physical Plant and other departments at the college
Increased public awareness and education relating to alternative fueled vehicles

Education on health and safety issues relating to CNG

Vehicle operator training in proper fueling procedures and usage of CNG vehicles

Tentative completion dates:

Construction of fueling station
Phase I
7/05
Conversion of vehicles
Phase II
11/05
Education and training
Phase III
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